
Editor 's Comments 

Charles H. Gilbert and 
the Charles H. Gilbert 

• Charles H . Gilbert ( 1859-1928) \\oas 
an American zoologist who becamc a 
member of the staff of the U .S. Fish 
Commission. predecessor of the Na­
tional Marine Fisheries Service. at the 
age of 2 I and who. in that capacit y. 
made many distingui hed contribution 
to American fisheries research over a 
period of several decade . His career 
centered on th e Pacific Ocean and it 
was he who conducted pioneering 
studies of the fishes of th e H awai ian 
Islands. It was fitting. therefore. that 
when . in the 1950·s. the Paci fic 
Oceanic Fishery In ve tigations \\0 as 
established in Hon o lulu under the 
leadership of the late 0 car Elton Sette. 
the organizat io n's first research vessel 
should be named after thi notable fig ­
ure in fisher ies science. The 122-foot 
research vessel Charll'!> H. Gilhal v.a~ 
commissioned in 1953. She wa~ dec o m­
missioned in February 1973. and in 
August. sold a t public ale. In th e 
course of her two decades of se rvice. 
she made 130 cruises. traveling m o re 
than 350.000 miles. H er hIstory i~ 

written in the scores of published scien­
tific papers that have brough t new un ­
derstanding of the fishes. fisheries. and 
oceanography of the centra l Paci fic 
Ocean . One unusu a l feature of the 
C/wrll's H. Gilbal was her underwater 
viewin g ports. just below the water 
line. From these. sc ientists made visual 
and photographic observations of the 
behavio r of skipjack tuna th at have 
been widely reported. One of these 
photographs, showing a school of 
skipjack tuna feeding is, I would guess, 
probabl y the most frequently reprinted 
photograph of fishes ever taken. We 
print on this page one last picture of 
the Charles H . Gilbl'rI, a vessel which 
truly honored the memory of the fine 
sc ien tist whosc name she bore . 
• The P acific Science Association held 
its Second Inter-Congress at the U ni ­
versity of Guam in May. The Associ-

ation I ~ an international. regional. 
'cientlfic o rganization founued In 
1920. It "ponsor; Congre~,>e\ e\er) 
four year'>. Inter-Congre ,>,>e ,> are helu 
mid\\o a) bet\\oeen Congre~~e,. 

The Guam me e ti ng pa"ed a re,o­
luti on I find of uncommon intere,t. It 
i~ reported In the PaCific SCience 
Association In formation Bull et lll . 
Bernice P . Bi ho p Mu~eum . H o nolulu . 
Vol. 25. os.3 and-+. 

l ari ne re ources In the tropical 
Pacific are in need of con,en a tlon . 
including a cicntlfic rationale for 
thei r ustai ned yield management. 
I ndigenous Pacific isl anu cui tu re 
include features that are in realit) 
conservation practices in the guise 
of social customs. religion . taboo~ . 

and the like . Present scientific 
management research notv. ith­
standin g. application of such knov.­
ledge may become critical to the 
future abi lit y of islands to carr) and 
support their expanding population 
on a fixed resource base . 
Be it therefore RESOLVED that 
the Pacific Science Association sup­
port a nd promote a program of re­
search in Marine Ethnobiology 
through its a ppropriate Scientific 
Committees or as a separate Associ­
ation project. 

• Sti ll anot her in the se ri es, "Marine 
flora and fa un a of th e northeastern 
U nited Sta tes." has bee n iss ued. This 
one deals with the pycnogonida. It 
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v.as \\oritten b) Lawrence R . 1c lok­
\e} . Departmcnt of Blolog) . Walla 

\\ all" ( llilege. « (II lege Pl.it:e \\ ,,'>h­
Ington . Walla Walla I'> a long \\0 a) 
Irom the northea'>tern united State, 
of cour,e The parer \\a'> v.ritten \\hen 
f\lc( lo,>ke) v.a, a member of the '>tafT 
of the ;\1 anne BIOlogical Laborator) . 
\\-oou,> H ole. \I a,s The 12-page i1lm­
trateu publication I a\ailable from the 

upenntendent of Document, at a 
pnce of 30 cents. 

• A nev. name appear~ on the ma t­
head this month . It is that of Willis L. 

Hobart 

H obart v. ho as­
sume the po ition 
of I\lanaging Edi­
t or of MFR. 
H ob)'s qualifi­
cations for the 
job \\oere briefly 
set 1'0 rt h i nth e 
Editor's Com­
ments of the 
September num-

ber of MFR . An avid fisherman and a 
skilled photographer. it was he who 
contri buted the uncredited cover 
photograph of a leapi ng salm o n that 
we used on ou r October cover. It 
was he also who devised th e ingenious 
layout of an a rticle much praised as 
o ne of our most useful , J oe Pileggi's 
"Fuel Shortages a nd the Fisherman" 
in the September number. 

T.A.M. 

* GPO 799-4\ 


